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Notes to self: the visual culture of selfies in the age of social media
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This paper explore: the culural fascination with soczal media forms of self-portras-
twre, commonly known as “selfies,” with a specific interest in the self-imaging strat-
egies of young women in heir leens and early 205 Ubiguitous on social media sites
like Facebook, Tumble, Flickr, and Instagram, the selfie has become a powerful
meams for self-expression, ing s makers 1o share the most intimate and
)rivaemuusofurl:l'wa—nwdlumgﬂgeinxlbtmnl‘crﬂmﬂl‘-ﬁnhim-
mg. Popularly regarded as a shallow expressaon of online the selfie is
both adored and reviled; yet it flourishes as ome of the most effective outlets for

Keywords: feminist theory; selfie; phclngﬂ)il;l aocial media; viswsl culare;
Vivaan Fu; Noorann Matties; Francesca Romes

Introduction

lnﬂicpnsttmymm:tﬂm“xlﬁt has become the focal of considerable debate. The

uf pulsive sclf-repr on social media sites has boen writicn
about in news outlets like The Guardian and The New York Times, among
many others (Cam 2015). However, most talk of sclfics is focused (unfairly) on
young women, fonming info a critique of their apparent narcissism as a kind of regres-
sive personality trait. The young women themselves often characterize the selfic {on
sockal media sites) as a radical act of political empowerment: as a means to resist the
male-dominated media culture’s obsession with and oppressive hold over their lives
and bodies.

This notion takes on great significance in social media culture, when confronted
with the sheer volume of self-representations by women in their teens to mid-20s.
Viewed individually, they appear rather banal. commonplace, and benign. Taken cn
masse, it feels like a revolutionary political movement — like a radical colonization
of the visual realm and an aggressive reclaiming of the female body. Even if there is
na overt political intent, they are indeed contending with the manner in which capital-
ism is enacted upen their lives. That reading of the selfie revolution may seem more
thmabﬂchuimhl:bmuscﬂ:g:smmﬂuﬂlnshompnpulaﬂychm:ﬁmdu
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This paper explores the cultural fascination with social media forms of self-portrai-
ture, commonly known as “selfies,” with a specific interest in the self~imaging strat-
egies of young women in their teens and early 20s. Ubiquitous on social media sites
like Facebook, Tumblr, Flickr, and Instagram, the selfie has become a powerful
means for self-expression, encouraging its makers to share the most intimate and
private moments of their lives — as well as engage in a form of creative self~fashion-
ing. Popularly regarded as a shallow expression of online narcissism, the selfie is
both adored and reviled; yet it flourishes as one of the most effective outlets for
self~definition. Through a critical engagement with a history of feminist represen-
tational politics, this paper explores the political urgency at the heart of the selfie
phenomenon, and contemplates whether the urge to compulsively self-image is
mere narcissism, or a politically oppositional and aesthetic form of resistance.

Keywords: feminist theory; selfie; photography; social media; visual culture;
Vivian Fu; Noorann Matties; Francesca Romeo

Introduction

In the past two years, the term “selfic” has become the focal of considerable debate. The
phenomenon of compulsive self-representation on social media sites has been written
about in major news outlets like The Guardian and The New York Times, among
many others (Carr 2015). However, most talk of selfies is focused (unfairly) on
young women, forming into a critique of their apparent narcissism as a kind of regres-
sive personality trait. The young women themselves often characterize the sclfie (on

social media sites) as a radical act of political empowerment: as a means to resist the
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waters (>30 m) and targeted depths close to the bottom, and whales did no
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To access your organization or society's content from your mobile device and take knowledge on the move, pair your device as follows:

. If you have an account. enter your user name and password below. If you are a new user, you will need to register by entering your email address details below.
. Click Obtain passcoede and make a note of the case-insensitive pairing code that displays, which is valid for 3 minutes.

. Visit the site on your mobile device, tap the Settings icon, and select the Device FPairing option.

. Enter the pairing code and tap Verify Code.

Your mobile device will be permanently linked with your account. It will alse be paired with your organization for 120 days, after which you vill need to pair your mobile device
=gain.
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